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Studies in Analytic Philosophy in China

Abstract

This essay explores the history of studies in analytical philosophy in China since the begin-
ning of the last century, by dividing into three phases. It shows that, in these phases, analytic phi-
losophy was always at a disadvantage in confronting serious challenges coming from both Chinese
traditional philosophy and modern philosophical trends. The authors argue that Chinese philoso-
phers have both done preliminary studies and offered their own analyses of various problems as
well as some new applications of analytic philosophy especially in the latest period. Meanwhile,
Chinese traditional philosophy was always trying to adjust its cultural mentality in the struggle
with analytic philosophy, and accommodated in its own way the rationalistic spirit and scientific

method represented in analytic philosophy.

Keywords: analytical philosophy; Chinese philosophers; philosophical analysis; dialogue in phi-
losophy.
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